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The Commission for hospital hygiene and 
prevention of healthcare associated infections

(KRINKO)

• mandated by German law to give recommendations and define
requirements on operational procedures as well as for
constructional and functional measures to prevent nosocomial
infections

• The recommendations apply to all hospitals and other medical
facilities

• They represent the state of the scientific and technical knowledge



In some minds of medical staff it looks like that when we talk about disinfection



Bundesgesundheitsbl 47 (2004): 51-61

English translation by the German Society of Hospital 
Hygiene (DGKH)

„Hygiene requirements for cleaning
and disinfecting surfaces“ , 

www.krankenhaushygiene.de/english-information/
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Cleaning and disinfection in various risk areas

• Determination of risk areas
(ITS, OP, stem cell wards, 
…..

� disinfection

Quelle: Asepsis in the operating Theatre,

Mölnlycke Health Care AB, Göteborg, Sweden



Cleaning and disinfection in various risk areas

• Surfaces with frequent
skin/hand contact (bedsite
table, sanitary facilities, 
medical equipment,….

� disinfection

• Floors: depending on the risk
area

� cleaning or disinfection

• Other Surfaces (radiator, 
walls,…)

� cleaning



Essential requirements on cleaning and disinfection pr ocedures

� Reduktion of microorganismes, elimination of pathogens

� Good efficacy, no selection of microorganisms, little side-
effects

� Reliably disinfectant dosage

� Procedure has to be trained to the staff and controlled



Essential requirements on cleaning and disinfection
procedures

• No spread of 
microorganisms through
cleaning and disinfecting
solutions, appliances, 
utensils, cloths, wipes and 
mop heads

Not like this



Requirements to the surfaces in medical areas

• Easy cleaning and 
disinfection is necessary

• plain, wipable surfaces

• No damaged surface, no 
grate, no textile material 
which one cannot
disinfect

??



Following the recommendation:

„Hygiene requirements for cleaning
and disinfecting surfaces“

Given by the

Commission for hospital hygiene
and prevention of healthcare
associated infections (KRINKO) 

• makes sure that patients and staff
environment will not keep
pathogens for a long time.

• Transmission out of the
environment will be minimized


